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LOCAL ELECTIONS EDITION 

News and views from your local Conservatives. Covering Redditch, Astwood Bank & Feckenham.

 Conservative Councillors along 
with our local MP Rachel Maclean 
have been working hard to unlock 
the potential of Redditch town 
centre since they took control of 
the Borough Council at the 
elections last year.
The team has lobbied Worcestershire 
County Council and other partners, 
making the case for our town centre 
and train station - and were pleased 
to welcome upto £2.5m to be spent 
on station improvements across 
the County, including Redditch, in 
addition to a further £2.5m for town 
centre regeneration. 
Your Conservative-run Redditch 
Borough Council has also started 
a consultation on the future of the 
town centre - allowing everyone’s 
voice to be heard. Check local press 
and our Facebook page for the 
details of these events, which will be 

carried out during daytimes 

and evenings so everyone can have 
chance to attend. 
One of the  options being explored 
is the prospect of a ‘Community 
Hub’ in the town centre that would 
bring together public services and 
community groups under one roof, 
saving money and providing better 
access to services for residents via a 
‘one stop shop’ experience.
This follows the Conservative 
committment that our Town Hall 
must not be converted to flats. 
Speaking about this, Council leader 
Matt Dormer said:
“When Labour sold Threadneedle 
House next door it soon became 
clear the new flats struggled to sell 
- doing the same to our Town Hall is 
clearly a bad idea.”
“We have to learn from bad 
experiences not just repeat them. 
We have better locations for housing 
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OUR TOWN CENTRE 
SET TO BENEFIT FROM 
£5M REGENERATION 
SCHEMES

WE’RE WORKING HARD TO #UNLOCKREDDITCH

Only
£15

Did you know?
At over 900 acres the Arrow 
Valley Country Park in the heart 
of Redditch is one of the largest 
‘central parks’ in the world. Well 
worth a visit! 

When you’ve read this issue don’t forget to recycle it in your green bin.

NO TAXPAYERS’ MONEY WAS SPENT ON THIS PUBLICATIONA Redditch County Conservative Association publication

Regeneration is at the heart of the Conservatives campaign to 
keep unlocking the potential of Redditch.

Unlike Labour, we’ll make sure your voice is heard on how we 
can improve our town centre.

Our Alex 
The link bridge at 
Worcestershire Royal 
is now open, allowing 
quicker patient transfers 
from A&E. The Frailty 
Unit and Maternity Hub at the Alex is 
helping with capacity too. I have met with 
ministers and continue to press them and 
the Trust on the topic of unacceptable 
ambulance handover times.

Our buses 
I continue to receive a high volume of 
complaints about local bus services, so 
I have arranged to meet with County 
Council bosses to see what we can do 
to help. Please keep contacting me with 
information and concerns.

Our schools 
I am pleased to hear first aid will now 
feature on the curriculum in schools, 
and am delighted that every school in 
Redditch has access to a defibrilator. 
This is largely thanks to the superb work 
of the Charlotte & Craigs Saving Heart 
Foundation.

Our police  
The West Mercia Police & Crime 
Commissioner, John Campion, has 
delivered increased policing in Redditch 
by ensuring that Redditch police officers 
now police Redditch only - and not 
Bromsgrove. This means more policing of 
our streets and fighting local crime.

Rachel’s Quick Roundup

Rachel Maclean MP

www.rachelmaclean.uk

Complete our survey and share your ideas using the form 
inside this edition or at www.redditchconservatives.org.uk

RACHEL’S COACH TRIPS TO PARLIAMENT 
IN HOT DEMAND AS PRIME MINISTER 
WELCOMES FEEDBACK ON BREXIT FROM 
REDDITCH RESIDENTS

Indicative votes on Brexit by Redditch residents visiting 
Houses of Parliament fed back to the PM by Redditch MP.

A clear majority behind leaving the EU with a deal that 
ensures smooth travel and trade.

 The democratic access tours are 
available to all residents regardless 
of how you vote and are subsidised 
by the Houses of Parliament - the 
cost is simply to cover the running of 
the coach that leaves Redditch at 
9am on the day of travel and returns 
at around 8:30pm. 
You can enjoy a full tour of the 

Commons and Lords, including the 
rare ability to enter the debating 
chambers. Guests also have a Q&A 
session with Rachel Maclean MP 
- the outcome of a recent session 
was even relayed to the Prime 
Minister directly who welcomed the 
feedback. 
Tickets sell fast, so book today.

Under plans being put forward a Community Hub could 
open in the town, bringing services under one roof.

BOOK YOUR PLACE
Simply go online to Rachel 
Maclean’s website at  
 www.rachelmaclean.uk to see 
the latest dates and availability 
and to book your space(s). 
HURRY - SELLING FAST! 

NEW INSIDE! COMMUNITY 
WORDSEARCH AND MORE STORIES

FREE NEWSPAPER
PRODUCED AND DELIVERED BY VOLUNTEERS

HAVE YOUR SAY 
ON THE FUTURE 
OF OUR TOWN
COMPLETE OUR SURVEY
Go online and have your say 
at www.redditchconservatives.
org.uk/survey

LOCAL MANIFESTO: PAGE 5 
 YOUR CANDIDATES: PAGE 2
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2
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in the centre in mind.”
“We also have very bold ideas that 
will put Redditch on the map and 
unlock our full potential.”
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INTRODUCING YOUR 
CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY CANDIDATES 
STANDING FOR THE 
LOCAL ELECTIONS ON 
THURSDAY 2 MAY

Across Redditch your Conservative Party candidates are working hard to make 
our areas even better places to live, work, and play.

There are 10 wards up for election in 2019 - with Central Ward and Lodge Park 
Ward being missed out this year owing to the way elections work here.

DON’T FORGET
Polls open from 7am to 10pm on Thursday 2 May. You don’t 
need your polling card and we’re happy to give you a lift if you 
need one. office@redditchconservatives.org.uk

Michael Chalk
Abbey

Brandon Clayton
Astwood Bank & Feckenham

Nyear Nazir
Batchley & Brockhill

Ann Isherwood 
Church Hill

Gareth Prosser
Crabbs Cross

Luke Court
Greenlands

Tom Baker-Price
Headless Cross & Oakenshaw

Juliet Brunner
Matchborough & Ipsley

David Thain
West

Peter Fleming
Winyates

ARE YOU AWAY FOR THE ELECTIONS? LIKELY TO FORGET TO VOTE?
REGISTER FOR A POSTAL VOTE TODAY

 A postal vote is a great way to make sure you vote, but you need to apply for one from the local Borough 
Council. It’s easy - just google ‘Register for a postal vote’ online and follow the steps on the gov.uk website to 
complete the form. Then all you need to do is print it off, sign it, and send back to the council’s offices: Electoral 
Services, Redditch Borough Council, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch B98 8AH. You can post it or drop it off in 
person. If you email us at office@redditchconservatives.org.uk we will arrange for a volunteer to collect your 
application form and take it to Town Hall for you.
Don’t forget: Complete and send your postal vote back as soon as it arrives - but if you forget you can still 
drop it into a ballot box on polling day itself. We cannot collect - or even touch - postal ballots.
DON’T WASTE YOUR VOTE THESE ELECTIONS: VOTE TO UNLOCK REDDITCH. VOTE CONSERVATIVE

Issue 2 2019. Produced and delivered by volunteers - no taxpayers’ money is spent on this publication. 
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WE WANT TO MAKE SURE YOUR VOICE IS 
HEARD WHEN IT COMES TO THE POTENTIAL 
REDEVELOPMENT OF WINYATES & MATCHBOROUGH 
CENTRES - AND WE WILL LISTEN

 The council has for some time 
been looking at redeveloping 
Winyates & Matchborough Centre 
- it’s something Labour dithered 
over when they ran the council. But 
under my leadership I have said we 
need to move things forward and 
sometimes that means making the 
kinds of decisions that Labour have 
been ducking for years. 
One of these is how we go about 
redeveloping the Winyates & 
Matchborough Centres. Let me be 
clear from the start - these centres 
are good centres. Winyates for 
starters has a range of local services 
from hairdressers to opticians. 
Matchborough has a boxing academy 
and busy post office.
However, times move on and 
the expectations of business 
and residents moves on too. We 

have to keep our centres modern 
and competitive if we are to be a 
Redditch that’s fit for the future.
We only have to look at the 
redevelopment of Church Hill Centre 
to see what’s possible - and to see 
what lessons we need to learn and 
carry over to this project.
Probably the biggest need for the 
Winyates centre is for a bigger 
doctor’s surgery, especially following 
the closure of the medical centre 
in Woodrow and the increase in 
patients attending Winyates as a 
result. That’s one of the things the 
consultation will look at.
It is important to remember that a 
consultation phase is about getting 
all the information and ideas ready 
so that we can take a look at them 
as the elected representatives of the 

people. Under my leadership I want 
to make sure the consultation is also 
as open to the public as possible.
I want to ensure your ideas are heard 
and your views are taken on board, 
so please make sure you respond 
and engage when the consultation 
reaches the public phase later in the 
year.
The council has however made 
some key points to the consultants 
- there must be no reduction in the 
level of social housing in the area for 
instance.
Once we have the exact plans and 
the consultation process has finished 
I hope to publish them in a future 
edition of the Redditch Arrow, so 
watch this space and contact me 
in the meantime if you have any 
questions. 

An article by Cllr Matt Dormer, Leader of Redditch Borough Council
matt.dormer@redditchconservatives.org.uk

REDDITCH WILL SEE MORE LOCAL POLICING 
RESOURCES ACROSS OUR TOWN AS A RESULT OF 
RECENT CHANGES MADE BY WEST MERICA POLICE 
AND CRIME COMMISSIONER, JOHN CAMPION

An end to Redditch police going to Bromsgrove to cover their 
area - repatriation of our officers means more policing for us.

 Along with my local Conservative 
colleagues I have welcomed an 
increase of over 200 officers to the 
West Mercia police force area, 
meaning the practice of Redditch 
officers being diverted to cover 
Bromsgrove can now come to an 
end, with all policing resource being 
repatriated back to Redditch.
As a former police inspector myself I 
have looked at the numbers and the 
proposals and, if I were still serving 
in the force, I would be happy 
with the allocation of resources 
that Redditch is going to get and 
how the resources are going to be 
focused on Redditch only going 
forwards - no more covering the 
gaps in Bromsgrove.
Following investment by the 
Conservative Government, and in 
particular the work of Sajid Javid 
as the British Home Secretary, the 
number of officers in West Mercia will 
increase overall with Redditch set to 
benefit from having its own officers 
back in Redditch policing our local 
streets, roads and our town centre. 

In addition, the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, John Campion, has 
announced the end of the joint 
working with Warwickshire, meaning 
that resources previously pooled will 
now be solely dedicated to the West 
Mercia area. 
Speaking about these improvements 
to local policing, Rachel Maclean 
MP, who serves in the Home Office 
working with the Home Secretary 
told me, “I am pleased that John 
Campion has listened carefully to 
the needs of West Mercia and has 
taken advantage of the additional 
resources provided by this 
Conservative Government.”
She added, “Under the Conservatives 
we are seeing the largest pay rise 
for the police in years, and we are 
seeing increased investment in 
both the front line as well as into the 
more technological aspects of crime 
such as cyberfraud, which remains a 
massive and growing problem.”
I have also asked the West Mercia 
Police & Crime Commissioner to 
comment on this story. John Campion 

added:“With the additional resources 
along with other changes I have 
made to how resources are shared 
and allocated I am delighted to 
confirm that Redditch will see a vastly 
increased level of localised policing, 
primarily owing to the repatriation 
of officers so they can focus on the 
Redditch local area. There may be 
incidents out of Redditch that require 
an immediate response at times, 
but the people of Redditch will see 
increased policing going forwards”
I hope this news of additional 
resources will be welcomed by 
people across Redditch.

Potential for a new doctor’s surgery and an integrated community 
hub to serve local residents better - plus additional housing.

An article by Cllr Gareth Prosser, Portfolio Holder for Community Safety
gareth.prosser@redditchconservatives.org.uk

WE ARE IMPROVING CAR 
PARKING THREE TIMES 
FASTER THAN LABOUR - 
FOR THE SAME PRICE

Pedestrian ramp to flats above Winyates Centre, Redditch 
cc-by-sa/2.0 - © Robin Stott - geograph.org.uk/p/3477451

Don’t believe Labour’s project fear about this project - we are 
NOT bulldozing the two centres; we’re investing in them.

 At the last election we promised 
to improve the car parking situa-
tion for residents across Redditch 
Borough - and we’re delivering this 
promise.

When we took control of the Council 
in May 2018 the number of projects 
to expand parking areas was just 2 
per year. Following proactive Con-
servative leadership we are on track 
to deliver 6 in 2019 alone with the 
promise of more to come if you vote 
Conservative again in May.
SchemeS completed So FAR
- WIth ReSIdeNtS delIGhted

 Exhall Close 
 Cherry Tree Walk 
 Foxlydiate Crescent

SchemeS We cAN pRomISe to 
delIVeR IF We RetAIN coNtRol 
oF the coUNcIl IN mAY - WE 
CANNOT PROMISE THESE WILL BE 
DELIVERED IF ANOTHER PARTY 
TAKES CONTROL AND DECIDES TO 
SPEND THE MONEY ELSEWHERE

 Coupass Cottages 
 Farnborough Close 
 Patch Lane

£80,000
The amount your Conservative-run 
Council stands to get from Central 
Government to help with digital 
innovation thanks to proactive work 
by Conservative Councillors Mike 
Rouse and Tom Baker-Price who 
identified the fund and ensured the 
council applied for it. Watch this 
space for innovations coming soon!

£5m
The approximate amount set aside by Worcestershire County 
Council for town centre and train station developments, of 
which Redditch will get a large amount thanks to lobbying by 
Cllr Dormer and your Conservative County Councillors.

£10,000 - £15,000
For each area of Redditch to help 
community and voluntary sector 
organisations. Just talk to one your 
29 local Councillors from April to get 
details - no more complicated forms 
and panels.

OPPOSED BY LABOUR
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CONSERVATIVES WIN PERSONAL 
ATTENTION OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE IN 
THE ONGOING PERSIMMON HOMES 
FIGHT FOR £521,000 MONEY OWED

 Since my selection as the 
Conservative candidate for Batchley 
& Brockhill I have been working hard 
with Councillor Gemma Monaco who 
won her seat here in 2018, and 
Councillor Brandon Clayton who sits 
on Worcestershire County Council, 
on the issue of the approximately 
£521,000 owed by Persimmon 
Homes to Redditch Borough Council.
This money is known as Section 
106 money - it’s basically a pot of 
cash that large property developers 
have to pay to local councils to 
compensate communities for the 
impact their developments have on 
a local area.
The money pays for parks and other 
amenities. It’s unacceptable that 
Persimmon Homes hasn’t paid the 
money over to the council despite 
finishing the estate some 15 years 

ago. 
The reason for this is because when 
the original agreement was written 
the money became due only when 
the estate was finished and handed 
over (or ‘adopted’) by the local 
council. To this date, Persimmon is 
yet to hand over a number of pieces 
of land, meaning they don’t have to 
pay the money until they do.
What’s more, because the land is 
‘unadopted’ the council won’t mow 
the grass or maintain the area - 
Persimmon do this instead and their 
schedule is not exactly to the liking 
of local residents. 
Going forwards, your Conservative-
run council has made sure that any 
future agreements of this nature are 
based on the start of a development 
- when the first house is built - not 
the end of the development. But 

this doesn’t solve the problem in 
Brockhill. 
That’s why we have asked Rachel 
Maclean MP to intervene and see if 
she can use her influence to push 
the issue forwards. 
I am delighted to report she has now 
heard back from the interim Chief 
Executive of Persimmon Homes 
who has vowed to take up the case 
personally and get back to our MP 
very soon. I know that Rachel will be 
pressing for a response and action 
to bring this matter to a close. 
I hope that we will see progress by 
the time the May elections come 
around, but if things are still not 
resolved I pledge that if you elect 
me as one of your Councillors in the 
area I will continue to press the issue 
with Persimmon Homes and I will not 
rest until the problem is solved.

An update from Nyear Nazir
nyear.nazir@redditchconservatives.org.uk | fb.com/votenyear

BATCHLEY & BROCKHILL NEWS

CLEAN AND TIDY 
FOOTPATHS A 
PRIORITY FOR 
PETER

 Your Conservative Candidate for 
Winyates Ward at the elections on 
Thursday 2 May, Peter Fleming, has 
been hard at work around the area 
chatting to residents and businesses 
about the issues that matter to them.
One of the constant conversations 
on the doorstep and very noticeable 
when Peter goes around Winyates 
is the state of the footpaths, some 
of which have become swamped by 
overgrown foliage. 
Over the last few weeks Peter, 
helped by the Redditch Conservative 
team on Redditch Borough Council, 
has had some of the worst footpaths 
tidied up. 
Peter said: “As soon as I hear about 
or discover a problem like this I get it 
sorted.”
He added: “There’s a lot of footpaths 
through Winyates and it’s important 
they’re usable so people can feel 
encouraged to keep active more 
often.”
On the issue of dog mess on the 
pavements Peter added: “Residents 

really need to make sure they’ve 
got bags with them and clean up 
after their dogs. Some footpaths 
are near to schools and this is 
unacceptable behaviour. The council 
can issue fines for this problem, and 
if I’m elected this is one area I am 
determined to address”
Work carried out on the footpaths 
includes cutting back overgrown 
bushes and brambles and cleaning 
dog mess and moss from footpaths. 
Cllr Matt Dormer (Con, West), Leader 
of Redditch Borough Council joined 
Peter in Winyates recently and 
said: “It’s great to see our footpaths 
looking tidier and more accessible. 
However, there is still a lot more to 
be done and it is important these 
areas remain tidy and pleasant to 
walk along.”
Matt added: “The communities 
across Winyates have a great 
champion in Peter who genuinely 
cares about the area and I hope 
they will elect him to the council in 
May.”

Peter Fleming
peter.fleming@redditchconservatives.org.uk
fb.com/vote4fleming

WINYATES NEWS

Rachel Maclean MP with Nyear Nazir on the campaign trail.

What is a Section 106?
Section 106 (S106) Agreements 
are legal agreements between 
Local Authorities (councils) and 
developers; these are linked to 
planning permissions and can also 
be known as planning obligations. 
They require a payment from 
developers to councils to 
compensate communities for the 
extra strain brought on by the 
development.
For more details search online for 
‘Section 106 explained’

Scan this box to follow 
Nyear on Facebook
Get the latest updates 
from Nyear’s campaign 
or send her a message.

Scan this box to follow 
Peter on Facebook
Get the latest updates 
from Peter’s campaign or 
send him a message.

CHURCH HILL NEWS

THE CENTRE 
REMAINS THE 
FOCUS

Local Conservatives have 
recently selected Ann Isherwood to 
stand for election in the area, which 
was won last year by Mike Rouse 
by a single vote margin - proving 
that your vote really does matter.
The local team are, however, hopeful 
that Mike’s work over the past 
year and the introduction of Ann 
Isherwood into the team might result 
in a slightly higher margin this time 
around if local residents choose to 
support the Conservatives.
Working together, Mike and Ann 
have decided to keep focused on 
Church Hill Centre where there are 
still a number of issues that need to 
be addressed.
Ann said: “From my conversations 
with residents it is clear people are 
growing increasingly concerned 
about vans blocking Melbury Way 
and people parking in the off-limits 
area outside the shops.”

Mike added: “Litter is still an ever-
present problem. As soon as 
we clean the place up it seems 
to just blow straight back in. We 
really neeed residents to be more 
considerate. This is a great centre 
and we need to keep it that way.”
On the old GP surgery still looming 
in the centre Mike said: “Ann and 
I are going to get this sorted. It’s 
taken longer than I am happy with 
and I’ve been told for nearly a year 
now a sale is imminent. It’s time to 
see movement on this now, or we 
will start a campaign on this. Time is 
running out.”

Scan to follow Church 
Hill Conservatives
Get the latest updates or 
message the team about 
local issues.

Ann Isherwood
ann.isherwood@redditchconservatives.org.uk

#FAIL - LABOUR LET DOWN
“Redditch’s struggling town centre 
shops missed out on more than 
£100,000 of vital emergency 
funding” - Redditch Advertiser
Under the previous Labour-
led administration of Redditch 
Borough Council the government 
offered a fund to help businesses 
with their rates.  Out of the 
£124,000 available to help 
struggling firms only £15,800 was 
handed out with the rest being 
sent back. We cannot allow this 
to happen again - don’t let Labour  
re-take control of our Town Hall.
ANSWeR? Vote coNSeRVAtIVe

www.redditchconservatives.org.uk
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OUR LOCAL ELECTIONS 
MANIFESTO FOR REDDITCH

POLLING
DAY

Thu
2

May

Local elections 
are being held 
in Redditch on 

Thursday 2 May 2019. 
These elections are 
to decide who runs 
Redditch Borough 
Council - they’re not 
about national issues or 
even Brexit, as crucially important though 
it is.
It’s about who empties your bins, provides 
you with your services and who delivers you 
the best value for money for your council tax. 
We believe the Conservatives led by Matt 
Dormer offer you and your family a brighter 
and better Redditch.
Under previous Labour-led administrations 
big decisions were dodged or dithered over, 
not a single new council house was built 
since the 1990s, and a £777,000 black hole in 
the budget was left for us to clear up in 2018.
The Conservatives are having to make tough 
choices at Town Hall, but we’re also delivering  
on past promises such as not increasing your 
Borough Council Tax level beyond the rate of 
inflation - 2.2%.
We also promised to improve residential 
parking areas - and we’ve been delivering 
this with more spaces in Exhall Close and 
Cherry Tree Walk. More are to come in 2019.
We humbly ask that you do not let our town go 
back to being mismanaged by Labour.  Give 
us the chance to finish the job we’ve started. 
On Thursday 2 May vote Conservative.

Cllr Matt Dormer 
Conservative Group Leader RBC

Unlock the potential in our town 
centre to create new homes, jobs 
and a more vibrant retail and 
leisure offer. 
We plan to spend millions upgrading and 
enhancing Redditch town centre and our 
train station, unlocking the full potential of 
our town to attract investment and jobs. 
We will also create homes in the town 
centre, which helps to create vibrancy and 
provides an economic boost. 
However we do not believe our Town 
Hall is the most appropriate location for 
residential accommodation and therefore 
under the Conservatives our Town Hall 
will never be turned into flats.

1

Build new council homes and 
prioritise local people, when we 
fix our broken property market. 
We have already commissioned 67 new 
council homes, with a number of them 
being bungalows so that older people 
who occupy a council home can have 
the choice to downsize, allowing our 3/4 
bedroom homes to go to families on our 
waiting list more quickly. 
What’s more we have rewritten the policy 
for housing applications to provide a 
‘Redditch first’ approach, ensuring that 
local people are not put to the back of the 
council housing queue. 
As one of the few councils that still 
owns housing the Conservatives are 
determined to modernise the quality of 
service our tenants receive. 

2

We are totally committed to 
supporting our Alexandra 
Hospital and strive to improve 
health and social care outcomes 
across Redditch. 
Although the local council does not run 
the hospital we do have an obligation to 
play a preventative role in the health and 
wellbeing of our residents. This means 
providing you with more opportunities to 
get more active more often. 
The Conservatives in Redditch are 
committed to sports development and 
opportunities to provide meaningful 
exericse and activities for all age ranges, 
but we especially recognise the need for 
more activities for our young people in the 
town. 
Redditch comprises mostly working age 
families; the Conservatives will deliver a 
wider and higher quality leisure offer for 
both residents and visitors.

3

A more commercially-minded 
council that will invest for the 
future of the Borough.
The council can access funds to invest 
in the future of our Borough. When 
businesses are struggling and we need 
jobs in our town we cannot sit on this 
money and do nothing.
Under the Conservatives we will invest in 
our Borough’s long-term future by enabling 
the council to take more commercial-
driven decisions that will result in more 
income for the council. It will take time 
to turn around years of under-investment 
by Labour, but we are determined to 
unlock the potential of our great town 
whilst keeping your council tax as low as 
possible.

4

Develop a safer and more 
pleasant evening experience in 
Redditch town centre.
We will improve the licensing and 
enforcement regime in Redditch town 
centre and across the Borough so that 
we create yet more pleasant experiences 
for residents and visitors alike, helping 
Redditch to improve its offer and choices 
as an evening leisure and enterainment 
destination - delivering more jobs and 
more spending in the town centre.

5

Active management of our trees, 
parks and open spaces as part of 
our duty to the environment.
We’re already banning single-use plastics 
at the council, and we’re serious about 
other environmental issues such as 
increasing the rates of recycling and 
providing more opportunities for residents 
to be environmentally friendly. We have 
over 1m trees in the Borough, many of 
which are now around 50 years old - the 
lifespan of some species such as poplars. 
The Conservatives will take a proactive 
approach to tree management, ensuring 
safety and honouring our duty to look after 
the natural heritage of our town.

6

We’re also working on these initiatives - don’t risk 
them by going back to the dithering Labour Party:
- A homecoming event for Royal Enfield in 2020 that 
will put Redditch on the map across Europe.
- A new cafe, toilets and upgraded play area at Morton 
Stanley Park largely paid for by property developers.
- Upgrades to Arrow Valley Country Park, including 
the revival of a free BMX track.

The Conservative-run council 
has delivered on its promise 
to keep council tax rises to 
inflation or lower. For a Band 
D property in the Borough 
the increase in Council Tax is 
just 10p per week.

10p
To be precise, it’s 
9.9p per week on 
a Band D property. 
Less for property 
Bands A, B, C.

2.2%

Council Tax Promise Kept

Promoted by Jane Potter on behalf of Redditch Conservatives both of F113 Faraday Business Centre, Windsor Road, Redditch B97 6DJ.
Printed by Genesis Europrint 8 Kingfisher Enterprise Park/Arthur St, Redditch B98 8LG.

Also in the pipeline...

Have your say at www.redditchconservatives.org.uk/survey | Email us: office@redditchconservatives.org.uk

Regeneration of Redditch town 
centre in consultation with you

Revitalised train station and a 
stronger ‘welcome to Redditch’

Sensitive regeneration of our 
district centres and business units

Keep council tax as low as possible 
- deliver more less

Improve car parking in residential 
areas and overhaul enforcement

Issue 2 2019. Produced and delivered by volunteers - no taxpayers’ money is spent on this publication. 
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WIN HOUSEHOLD BRAGGING RIGHTS WITH 
OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY WORD SEARCH

WORDS TO FIND

Alexandra Hospital
Margaret Thatcher
Rachel Maclean
Matt Dormer
Unlock Redditch
Winyates
Church Hill
Matchborough
Ipsley
Abbeydale
Forge Mill
Springs
Anglepoise  
Kingfisher  
Unicorn Hill
Royal Enfield
Arrow Valley  
Astwood Bank  
Feckenham 
Ran Tan
Batchley 

Brockhill 
Crabbs Cross  
Winyates 
Theresa May  
Brexit
Moons Moat
Pitcheroak
Palace Theatre
Lodge Park
Greenlands
Morton Stanley
Foxlydiate
Five Tunnels
Water Tower
Cloverleaf
Webheath
Hunt End
Needles
Callow Hill
Bomford Hill
Unicorn Hill

Any suggestions for future issues?
Write to: Redditch County Conservative 
Association, Suite F113 Faraday Business 
Centre, Windsor Road, Redditch B97 6DJ  
Remember to include your name, address and an 
email address so we can contact you. Email us on 
office@redditchconservatives.org.uk

Did you know?
The Anglepoise lamp was invented in Redditch.
This iconic lamp uses certain types of springs 
and an innovative design and was produced by 
Herbert Terry and Sons in our Borough. 
According to the Anglepoise website, these 
were so well produced that when a crashed 
Vickers Wellington bomber was salvaged 
from Loch Ness in Scotland in 1985, the lamp 
still worked after being given a new battery 
– despite being submerged for around four 
decades.

ACTION ON ANTI-
SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
AND SPEEDING

Juliet Brunner
juliet.brunner@redditchconservatives.org.uk

MATCHBOROUGH & IPSLEY

 Councillor Juliet Brunner 
has set-up and chaired the 
Matchborough Anti Social 
Behaviour (ASB) Task Force 
following the surge in 
problems reported in the local 
area. 
The aim of the Task Force is 
to work in partnership with all 
agencies to look at the causes 
of  ASB in the  community and 
find solutions.

Partners include West Mercia 
Police, Local Schools, Local 
businesses, community 
enterprises , local Church, 
Redditch Borough Council and 
Worcestershire County Council.
If you are having issues with 
ASB in the first instance please 
contact Redditch Borough 
Council on 01527 64252 or 
West Mercia Police on 101 to 
report the issue.

Councillor Juliet Brunner, who 
is keeping a close eye on the 
issue said, “It’s important for 
people to report concerns 
and problems so we can get a 
picture of what’s happening and 
when. This helps us tackle the 
problems quickly.”
“I am absolutely committed to 
ensuring Matchborough & Ipsley 
is a safe and pleasant place for 
all of us to live and enjoy.”

www.redditchconservatives.org.uk
www.facebook.com/redditchconservatives

Get involved

We are always looking for people to join 
us in our mission to unlock Redditch. 
There’s a number of ways you can help 
us - organising events, fundraising, 
delivering literature or standing to be a 
councillor. 
Interested In fIndIng out more?
For an informal chat or to request 
an information pack about how you 
can help improve your local area and 
Redditch as a whole email us on office@
redditchconservatives.org.uk 
We look forward to hearing from you and thank 
you for your interest.

www.redditchconservatives.org.uk



 If a council house is vacated it 
needs to be offered to the next 
person on the list as soon as possible 
to reduce homelessness. If we fail to 
turn our council houses around 
quickly enough it is vulnerable 
people in need who suffer.
Yet this is what was happening when 
Labour last ran the council as it took 
far too long and the list of empty 
homes rose to the region of 110-130 - 
that’s over a hundred families without 
a roof over their head. In just seven 

months since taking control we have 
brought this figure down to 51 - still 
higher than we want, but heading in 
the right direction. 
You also cannot get rent for an empty 
house, meaning the council lost out on 
over £320,000 per year whilst Labour 
ran the council. That’s just under £2m 
for the six years they were in control. 
Not to mention their failure to ensure 
safety checks were completed on 
time - now all up-to-date under the 
Conservatives. 
Don’t risk it with Labour on Thursday 
2nd May.

www.redditchconservatives.org.uk

ROYAL ENFIELD FORGE 
NEW RELATIONSHIP 
WITH REDDITCH 
THANKS TO WORK BY 
CONSERVATIVES ON 
THE COUNCIL

 Conservative Councillors on 
Redditch Borough Council have 
played a crucial role in winning the 
attention of Royal Enfield, leading to 
a new relationship being forged by 
the iconic brand and our town, 
culminating in the possibility of a 
local road race in 2020 and a series 
of events that will boost tourism and 
provide more things for local 
residents to see and do. 
Speaking about the exciting 
developments, Councillor Mike Rouse 
who is the Portfolio Holder for Leisure 
& Cultural Services on the council 
said: “We reached out to Royal Enfield 
and told them what a wonderful place 
Redditch is and the potential that 

exists here. They came back to us and 
a meeting was set up in 2018.”
He added: “They were blown away 
when they came to see us. We told 
them about the heritage between 
Redditch and Royal Enfield and 
they really want to be a part of our 
future, based on celebrating that rich 
heritage.”
The council and Royal Enfield are in 
talks about a range of events and 
opportunities. Cllr Rouse added: “It’s 
early days, but we’ve got some very 
promising conversations going on. As 
soon as we can share more details we 
will. It’s important that local residents 
and businesses come on board with 
us on this journey.”

ARROW VALLEY VISITOR CENTRE BROUGHT 
BACK INTO COUNCIL HANDS AS PART OF OUR 
BOLD PLANS FOR THE LAKE

 Visitors to the Arrow Valley 
Country Park will be welcomed by 
new management at the Countryside 
Centre following a decision by 
Redditch Borough Council to take 
back control of the Centre from its 
current operators. 
The move has been led by 
Conservatives on the council who 
want to begin overhauling the 
experience at Redditch’s park as part 
of our bold vision to make Redditch 
an attractive destination for leisure 
activities. 
Speaking about the change of 
management Cllr Mike Rouse said: 
“I want to first of all say the staff at 
the Centre are decent hard-working 

people who have tried their best, but 
the investment just hasn’t been there 
for a range of reasons. It’s time to put 
in place a better way of doing things.”
He added: “We set up Rubicon 
Leisure as a company wholly-owned 
by the Council, which is ideal for this 
purpose. This means we can ask 
Rubicon to step in and run the Centre 
for us without having to go through a 
costly and time-consuming tendering 
exercise. Rubicon is very well placed 
to get the Centre back on its feet.”
Matt Dormer, Leader of the Council 
added: “We are keen to ensure the 
Arrow Valley Country Park is at the 
heart of a reforged leisure offer for 
local residents and visitors alike.”

THE NUMBER OF EMPTY COUNCIL HOUSES IS AT 
AN ALL TIME LOW - REDUCING WAITING TIMES FOR 
THOSE IN NEED OF COUNCIL HOUSING

HEADLESS CROSS & OAKENSHAW NEWS

THE MENACE OF MIDNIGHT RIDERS 
NEEDS TO STOP - TOM VOWS ACTION

After years of high-powered cars 
and motorbikes racing around 
Headless Cross & Oakenshaw in the 
middle of the night, local councillor 
Tom Baker-Price is calling for tougher 
measures.
Working with colleagues at 
Worcestershire County Council and 
West Mercia Police, Cllr Tom Baker-
Price is looking at a range of measures 
to try and improve the situation for 
local residents. 
Tom said: “Residents all over the area 
have been contacting me about anti-
social driving behaviour, especially in 
the small hours.”

“Our area is not a racing circuit and 
this kind of activity must stop. I am 
looking at measures introduced in 
other areas with great interest.”
“This has got to stop, and I’ll work 
hard with colleagues to put the best 
measures in place.”

Residents of the area are being 
encouraged to email Tom Baker-Price 
(email or Facebook link above) with 
details of how they’re being affected. 
Please provide dates and times to 
assist the police with identifying 
patterns and trends.

Scan to follow Tom on 
Facebook Get the latest 
updates or message Tom 
about local issues.

Tom Baker-Price
tom.bakerprice@redditchconservatives.org.uk

ASTWOOD BANK & FECKENHAM NEWS

Brandon Clayton
brandon.clayton@redditchconservatives.org.uk

ACTION ON DRAGON’S TEETH AND 
PARKING OUTSIDE SCHOOLS

There has been a number of issues 
affecting Astwood Bank & 
Feckenham recently from speeding 
through Feckenham to parking 
outside Astwood Bank Primary and 
anti-social behaviour in the Astwood 
Bank park.
Along with colleagues in West Mercia 
Police and Worcestershire County 
Council your team of Conservatives 
has been hard at work identifying and 
implementing solutions.
We have made great progress with 
the installation of ‘dragon’s teeth’ in 
Feckenham.
The parking situation outside Astwood 

Bank First School is now getting better 
thanks to a number of measures and 
support from police.
The anti-social behaviour issues in 
the park were tackled head on by 
local Borough Councillors and the 
community working together to the 
point that the youths causing trouble 
simply gave up in the face of a resolute 
community. 
If you vote to re-elect me in May I 
will continue to work hard on local 
solutions to support the lives of 
people living across Astwood Bank & 
Feckenham. Our community and way 
of life is very important to me. 

Craig Warhurst
craig.warhurst@redditchconservatives.org.uk

GREENLANDS NEWS

Luke Court
luke.court@redditchconservatives.org.uk

LUKE DIGS IN AT ORCHARD LAUNCH

The youngest of our candidates 
for election on Thursday 2 May 2019 
is Luke Court. He’s been busy getting 
involved with the community where 
he grew up and hopes to represent 
on the council from May. 
Luke recently attended a community 
orchard launch day in Greenlands 
with Council Leader Matt Dormer. 
Luke commented: “I have always 
believed in the community spirit of 
Greenlands so it was great to see so 

many people turn up, grab a spade, 
and get this orchard started.”
He added: “If I’m elected I will be a 
strong voice for Greenlands, which 
needs a Conservative so things can 
get done.” 

Mike Rouse
mike.rouse@redditchconservatives.org.uk

Community Service Advertising: Claim a FREE advert for your community organisation in a future edition by emailing office@redditchconservatives.org.uk
When you’ve read this issue don’t forget to recycle it in your green bin.
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 As you may recall, I was elected to Parliament 
after the snap election in 2017 - after the Brexit 
referendum. I am told by colleagues who have 
served for longer than me this is an exceptionally 
difficult Parliament and a tough time to enter, 
but you sent me to Westminster to do a job and 
I’m determined to get on with it. That job is to 
deliver the Brexit 62% of Redditch voted for.
I am acutely aware that not everyone voted for 
Brexit, and some are like me who originally voted 
to Remain but if given a choice again would vote 
to Leave. However, we’re not going to be asked 
again - the democratic will of the people must be 
respected and it’s my duty to obey the instructions 
given to me by the people of Redditch in 2017 
when they sent me to Westminster.
It is because I talk to local businesses regularly I 
know how important it is we get Brexit right. That’s 
why I support Theresa May and the Government. 
The Prime Minister is determined to ensure we 
safeguard jobs and prosperity by delivering a 
deal-based Brexit, but being prepared to walk 
away with no deal if we need to.

Issue 2 2019. Produced and delivered by volunteers - no taxpayers’ money is spent on this publication. 

RACHEL MACLEAN MP
WORKING HARD FOR THE COMMUNITIES OF REDDITCH COUNTY CONSTITUENCY

DO YOU WANT TO HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN REDDITCH? GET INVOLVED TODAY.

NAME

ADDRESS

POST CODE

EMAIL

RETURN THIS FORM TO: REDDITCH CONSERVATIVES, FARADAY BUSINESS CENTRE, WINDSOR ROAD, REDDITCH B97 6DJ

Your data will be used by Redditch County 
Conservative Association as part of our 
democratic engagement with electors. 
Where necessary, your data will be shared with 
Conservative Party Headquarters, our candidates and 
elected representatives. It will not be given or sold to anyone else. 
For more information please see our privacy notice available at  
www.conservatives.com/privacy

SAVE YOURSELF THE COST OF A STAMP  
GET INVOLVED ONLINE AT 
WWW.REDDITCHCONSERVATIVES.ORG.UK

Complete this form and we’ll send you an information pack about joining 
the Conservatives and getting more involved with your local community.

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH
Tel: 01527 591 334
Email: rachel.maclean.mp@parliament.uk 
Write: Rachel Maclean MP
Grosvenor House
Prospect Hill
Redditch
B97 4DL
Web: www.rachelmaclean.uk

Visit 

Rachel’s 

website for the 

latest surgery 

dates.

RACHEL VOTES FOR BIGGEST INCREASE IN POLICE 
FUNDING SINCE 2010 - AND ALSO FOR BIG INCREASES 
TO LOCAL COUNCILS TOO. ALL OPPOSED BY LABOUR!

 The police settlement for 2019/20 will see 
West Mercia Police receive £2.3 million in 
Government funding, a £2.1 million grant to 
assist with increased pension costs and it also 
provides the force’s Police & Crime 
Commissioner with the ability to raise £12 
million through his council tax precept flexibility.
By voting for the settlement, Rachel has ensured 
Government grant funding to West Mercia is 
protected in real-terms in 2019/20.
Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party voted against this 
biggest increase in funding for our police since 
2010.
West Mercia’s Police and Crime Commissioner, 
John Campion, has already revealed his plans to 
recruit an additional 215 police officers – taking 
the force’s police officer numbers to their highest 
level in six years.
Rachel said: “It’s shameful the Labour Party 
decided to play party politics by voting against 
this funding boost. I hope they’ll explain why they 
did this to our hard-working police officers in 
West Mercia and across the country.
Rachel has also voted for an increase in Core 
Spending Power for local authorities from £45.1 
billion in 2018/19 to £46.4 billion in 2019/20 
– a cash increase of 2.8%. For Worcestershire 
County Council this means a £12.9 million 
increase in Core Spending Power next year.

On top of that, Worcestershire County Council will 
receive a £2.4 million Adult Social Care Winter 
Pressures Grant and a Social Care Support Grant 
of £4.1million in 2019/20.
The settlement also included the County 
Council’s successful bid to take part in the 75% 
Business Rates Retention Pilot next year. 
This pilot could help Worcestershire County 
Council raise an additional £4.1 million, of which 
Redditch would be entitled to a significant share.
And, after extensive lobbying from Rachel, 
Redditch Borough Council will no longer have to 
pay back the ‘Negative Revenue Support Grant.’ 
This was confirmed after a majority of MPs, 
including Rachel, voted for the local government 
funding settlement.
Once again, Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party voted 
against a real-terms increase in funding for local 
councils.
Rachel added: “Since my local Conservative 
colleagues took control of Redditch Borough 
Council last May, I’ve been working very closely 
with them to lobby the Government on the 
‘negative Revenue Support Grant.”
“Our concerns were listened to, acted on and 
I’m sure my colleagues in Redditch will join me in 
welcoming the fact they’ll no longer have to pay 
this grant back following last night’s vote.”

The Redditch Arrow is promoted by Jane Potter on behalf of Redditch Conservatives both of F113 Faraday Business Centre, Windsor Road, Redditch B97 6DJ.
Printed by Genesis Europrint 8 Kingfisher Enterprise Park/Arthur St, Redditch B98 8LG. Funded by private donations, delivered by volunteers. 

UPDATE: CPR TO BE 
TAUGHT IN SCHOOLS

 The government has announced it will now 
put life-saving CPR onto the curriculum in 
schools across the country following extensive 
campaigning by a number of people and 
organisations. Here in Redditch the campaign 
was led by Rob & Maggie Underwood of CCSHF 
and supported by Rachel Maclean MP.  In our 
first edition of the Redditch Arrow we asked 
readers to sign a Parliamentary Petition to show 
their support - thousands of signatures were 
collected. 

STOP PRESS! BREAKING NEWS ON BREXIT

LABOUR NOW BACK A 
SECOND REFERENDUM
Vote Conservative to help us deliver 
Brexit and send a clear message to 
Corbyn’s Labour that leave means leave.

A Redditch County Conservative Association publication


